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School of Arts & Science 
PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

PSYC 245-001 
Drugs and Behaviour 

2006F 

 
COURSE OUTLINE 

  
 

The Approved Course Description is available on the web @   
Ω Please note:  this outline will be electronically stored for five (5) years only. 
 It is strongly recommended students keep this outline for your records. 
  
 
1. Instructor Information 
 
 (a) Instructor: John Conklin 
 (b) Office Hours: [See website below] 
 (c) Location: F350C 
 (d) Phone: 370-3196 Alternative Phone:  
 (e) Email: conklin@camosun.bc.ca 
 (f) Website: http://conklin.disted.camosun.bc.ca/ 

 
 
2. Intended Learning Outcomes 
(No

 

 changes are to be made to this section, unless the Approved Course Description 
has been forwarded through EDCO for approval.) 

 Upon completion of this course the student will be able to describe, explain and 
evaluate: 

 
1. The historical uses of psychoactive drugs worldwide and the history of drug laws 

from an international perspective. 
2. Current Canadian, European and American drug laws. 
3. The research base of the current debate on drug use, with a focus on the 

LeDane Commission, and current Senate and House illegal drug uses committee 
findings. 

4. Various models of the cause of drug use and addiction with particular reference 
to the Reward System model of drug addiction. 

5. The basic principles of pharmacology and neuropharmocology with regard to 
psychoactive substances. 

6. The basic biochemical processes in the effects of psychoactive chemicals on the 
neuron and CNS systems. 

7. The basic mechanisms of neuronal functioning that are affected by the 
introduction of psychoactive substances into the CNS. 

8. Psychological effects of various drugs. 
9. The basic principles of ethnopharmacology. 
10. The mode of action, etiological models, side effects and patterns of use with 

regard to the major drugs used to treat mood disorders, anxiety disorders, 
schizophrenia, and selected other mental disorders. 

11. The basic mechanisms of action, short and long term effects of alcohol, caffeine, 
marijuana, hallucinatory drugs, nicotine, and other selected drugs. 
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12. The basic methods of drug abuse treatment in use today. 
13. The basic methods of drug education used in various parts of the world. 

 
 
3. Required Materials 
 

 (a) Texts McKim, W. (2003). Drugs and Behavior: An Introduction to 
Behavioral Pharmacology, 5th Edition, Prentice Hall. 

 (b) Other  
 
 
4. Course Content and Schedule 
(Can include: class hours, lab hours, out of class requirements and/or dates for quizzes, 
exams, lectures, labs, seminars, practicums, etc.) 
 
 

 
 
5. Basis of Student Assessment (Weighting) 
(Should be linked directly to learning outcomes.) 
[See marking system below] 
 
 (a) Assignments  
 (b) Quizzes  
 (c) Exams  

 (d) 
Other 
(eg, Attendance, 
Project, Group Work) 

 

 
 
6. Grading System 
(No

 

 changes are to be made to this section, unless the Approved Course Description 
has been forwarded through EDCO for approval.) 

 Standard Grading System (GPA) 
 

Percentage Grade Description Grade Point 
Equivalency 

90-100 A+  9 
85-89 A  8 
80-84 A-  7 
77-79 B+  6 
73-76 B  5 
70-72 B-  4 
65-69 C+  3 
60-64 C  2 

50-59 D 
Minimum level of achievement for which 
credit is granted; a course with a "D" grade 
cannot be used as a prerequisite. 

1 

0-49 F Minimum level has not been achieved. 0 
 
 Temporary Grades 
 

Temporary grades are assigned for specific circumstances and will convert to a final 
grade according to the grading scheme being used in the course. See Grading 
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Policy E-1.5 at camosun.ca for information on conversion to final grades, and for 
additional information on student record and transcript notations. 

 
Temporary 

Grade Description 

I 
Incomplete:  A temporary grade assigned when the requirements of a 
course have not yet been completed due to hardship or extenuating 
circumstances, such as illness or death in the family. 

IP 

In progress:  A temporary grade assigned for courses that, due to 
design may require a further enrollment in the same course. No more 
than two IP grades will be assigned for the same course. (For these 
courses a final grade will be assigned to either the 3rd course attempt 
or at the point of course completion.) 

CW 

Compulsory Withdrawal:  A temporary grade assigned by a Dean 
when an instructor, after documenting the prescriptive strategies 
applied and consulting with peers, deems that a student is unsafe to 
self or others and must be removed from the lab, practicum, worksite, 
or field placement. 

 
 
7. Recommended Materials or Services to Assist Students to Succeed 

Throughout the Course 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT AND SERVICES FOR STUDENTS 
 
 

There are a variety of services available for students to assist them 
throughout their learning. This information is available in the College 
calendar, at Student Services or the College web site at camosun.ca. 

 
 

STUDENT CONDUCT POLICY 
 
 

There is a Student Conduct Policy which includes plagiarism. 
It is the student’s responsibility to become familiar with the content of 

this policy. The policy is available in each School Administration Office, 
at Student Services and on the College web site in the Policy Section. 

 
 
 
Course Description: 

This course provides an introduction to the various types of psychoactive 
drugs and their impact on behaviour and the central nervous system through 
a review of the scientific literature. It will examine drugs from a broad array 
of categories - covering drugs that are used for therapeutic and/or 
recreational purposes. Special attention will be paid to medications used to 
treat psychiatric disorders, and psychoactive substances that are frequently 
abused. Coverage will span a range of topics including drug actions on the 
nervous system, elementary principles of pharmacology, therapeutic use of 
behaviourally active drugs, signs and symptoms of psychopathology and 
treatments for abuse and dependence. Topics include an introduction to the 
principles of behavioural pharmacology, the experimental analysis of 

http://www.camosun.bc.ca/policies/E-1.5.pdf�
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behaviour applied to drug issues, the relationship between law and science 
with regard to drugs, and the specific actions, uses and abuse patterns of 
several drugs. 

Presumed Knowledge: 

At the start of this course we presume that the student will: 

Have a basic grasp of the scientific method and its application to research in psychology 
and one other science. 

Be able to find primary sources both by visiting a library and using various on-line 
search facilities such as EbscoHost, PsycInfo and Science Indexes. 

Have basic knowledge of the the human nervous system and related topics such as the 
structure and function of the neuron, the role of neurotransmitters in the human CNS, 
the various ways that psychoactive chemicals can affect the functioning of neurons, the 
causes of several neurological disorders, examples of the use of psychoactive drugs to 
attempt to treat brain disorders and the type of overview of biopsychology provided by a 
second year course in biopsychology. 

Have a basic understanding of relevant concepts from chemistry and organic chemistry 
such as osmosis, ions, DNA, etc [Jamie?] 

The ability to research and write a scientific paper that summarizes current primary 
source research using APA or [Jamie] styles. 

An understanding of the rules of citation of sources in a scientific paper. 

The ability to structure, design, run and write-up a scientific experiment based on APA 
or [Jamie] style. 

Course Objectives: 

Through actively and conscientiously participating in this course you should: 

Be able to research, analyze, interpret and present data collected during a research 
project in the field of behavioural pharmacology. 

Be able to find, analyze, interpret and present information about a given problem area or 
research topic that is currently under investigation in the field of behavioural 
pharmacology. 

Think and write critically and creatively about contemporary topics in the field of 
behavioural pharmacology. 

Actively consider solutions to contemporary problems in the field of behavioural 
pharmacology. 

Research, analyze and interpret contemporary trends in the effects of psychoactive 
substances on the CNS, their effects on the neuron and neuronal transmission, the 
cause and treatment of tolerance, withdrawal, liking, craving, dependence and addiction. 

Research, analyze and interpret contemporary trends in the use of psychoactive 
substances to treat various disorders of the CNS, plus their abuse, side effects and 
contra-indications. 

Marking 
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Assignments 

Weekly Labs and Practice Tests 20% 
Article Review 10% 
Three Exams (15% each) 45% 
  
Research paper 25% 

Marking System 

A+ 95%-100% B- 70%-74% 
A 90%-94% C+ 65%-69% 
A- 85%-89% C 60%-64% 
B+ 80%-84% D 50%-59% 
B 75%-79% F 0-49% 

Copyright by John Conklin, Camosun College; Victoria, B.C. Canada:  

Last Updated:  


